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Sherrv Jacks My Mother used to sing a little song to me  feet, two very sweet lady friends (and ser-
728%036 when | was growing up. It went like this: vants of God, | might add) called us about a
jasonandsherrjacks@hotmail.com Let go and let God have his way, house that might be for sale. We agreed to
: ; . . vemg ¢ nggm cv kv dwyv
Georgia Scott Let go and let God have his way in your life. in the fact that anvthina would ever tran-
728.3040 Your troubles will vanish, your night turn to . ything .
scottagc@lipan.net day. spire. You see, when we gave up searching
: ) . on our own, God gave us such a peace that
Gra;:;zssggslgmer Letgo and let God have his way. we would have been comfortable renting

I can still remember driving down the road, for the rest of our lives if that is what He
discussing a particular problem | was having had for us.

Rosanna Skinner 5
728.3673 " Koo uwtg kv ycu ¢ dT% {mgkte 5 %r?gfstoryqslhort: cI’he Y1c9nlé We kp

rskin2@lipan.net school) and she WO.Uld just start singing this looked at was a 3bedroom, 2- bath brick
song. Back then | just wanted to put some

shelhimer@lipan.net

eqvvqgp kp of gctu quKVVkﬁ%infq ()’v4 'Cc?)E uvah
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: hear her sing that song again. She really nad beeh Okihg for°diring the”latt five
. ' years! To say the least, we were a bit sur-

FOCUS thought life was that easy! | thought she . L . )
ON...Will We Re- was crazy! prised. It is times like these when you first
main One Nation 5 ' ygpfgt ocku vjku htqgo| |
Under God? Ygnn. kvdéu dggp OCP[ tenptedbySatankRpeg vjgp cpff

she has since gone on to be with the Lord,

We agreed to go home, pray about it and
see what God wanted us to do. It just so
happened that we were both very busy

Now Two Snow-

flakes 4 but | can honestly say that | know now

what she was trying to teach me.
Who Merits Your

Trust? 5 Most of you know that Jason and | have during this time. Jason was scheduled for
_ been looking to buy a home in Bluff Dale major surgery, and | had a major audit tak-
Simple and Smart 6 for several years. We have looked at almost  ing place at my office. We were much too
Cold and Flu Sea- ; ; ; ;

everything that has been on the market, to busy to get really involved in this process

Sl 17 A 7 no avail. Those we found were either not  (which turned out to be a great thing)!
_ what we were looking for or well over our Sometimes being busy can work in our fa-

The Miracle of 7 budget. vor. In this particular circumstance, we

Purim dgvj dgnkgxg vjcv | qgff

Many of you have called us through the to fulfill his plan for our future. We simply

What Does Ko-

sher Mean? 8 years and told us about this house and that had to let go and let God,
house, or some land that so-and-so owned
What 6s New Un-| thathe mightsell, and | want to thank each ~ We are very thankful that God saw fit to
der the Sun? and every one of you who continued to  keep us busy through this entire process. It
: look and pray for that perfect place. | have is amazing how things work so quickly and
Out & About in 9 . o . . L7
Bluff Dale vg uc{. ceYg ctg jagpqtwydqgwowj nfcxyj gmwe jeyigtRg cqut ¢
ht kgpfuOR Dwv. f wt k pinario.j Wauwere ablevto closg on theypmwp- d g
The Impossible 10 came a bit discouraged. We decided that, erty in just three weeks. Everything about
o for now, we needed to stop looking and the sale, the negotiations, and the closing
If you enjoy this newsletter .
and would like to donate just be happy where we were. We gavethe ygtg uq qgqdxkgwun{ kp| I
&OstagB'fyﬁ D'Salse gontt_aft situation to God and literally walked away the title company was amazed that we
cﬁurch%ﬁicezf 728,3%52, from the house search altogether. It was  closed so quickly, smoothly, and on the day
\_ | like a burden had been lifted. before Thanksgiving!

(Continued on page 2
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JFocus On... Will We Remain One Nation Under God?
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Recently | read an email from a friend which cited 2 Chroni-people and uttered as often as th81 word Pledge of Alle-
cles7:140E A 1 U PAT PI Ah xEI AOA glaAck. iEkely nbtdingl d0hodl Ahildken acroSs the LIETEEBIZ
ble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from thétates of America place their hand across their chest, abovd
wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven and will forgiveheir heart and, in unison, recite thePledge. Because the]
OEAEO OET AT A stA$olinclugdd/A lquotérierA Elgdigelhds bek@n@ so ingrained in our dailife, like so many
AOOOEAOOAA O1 211 AT A 2AACAT dher@hngg, we Ban Babithaie todis De3dhce arfdfétépc‘payl A
ITA TAGETT O1 AAO 'T Ah OEAT irdlattentitr td its ARA B\ 11 Adiedniing)ec1 1T A OTIAA
7EAT ) OAAA EOh ) xAO OOOA ) OAAICIEUAA A AEAI 11T x #EOEPQO
message. And | wondered who else recognized the ironicactually, there is one Nation under God whose King and Sav,
truth so blatantly present in those 19 words. It could be that jor is JesusFor thereis one God, and one mediator betwee!
you read it and cheered, or maybe you only stirredwithaho* | A AT A [ AT h O&EA | A1l #EOE OB
hum attitude. Just reading his name could have brought forthJames).In His kingdom is found indivisible truth, life-long |
a hurrah!z Or a deep groan. I wish | could sit next to you andiiberty, and perfect justice forall0&i O 07 00 A AE
AOE xEAO Ui OO0 OAAAOEIT xAOB8uysasedid givéhQiRd th gdvetrfnbhb will’h& & fis s@cﬁjléelrs.E |
that whoever reads this will stop and consider those chilling And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Evér-
xIT OAOh OA TAOEIT CiTA O AAOBAOGOET ¢ &AOEAOR 0 O@bwAliderniatidalo p A 7
Version.
Do you wonder why some Americans constantly seek to have r) Grace Shelhimer 1
"TA80 TAI A OOOEAEAT &EOI I OEA PACAO T &£ 100 AT O1 60UB8O Al A¢
mented history? | certainly do. | like the question asked by I
1100 1T &£ A1 EO O AAUd 07 EAOB§ (Contingsd frampaget) OE A Oe 0 4EAO0B80 AAAA
America today, We the People of the United States are stil |
allowed to have our own belief systems. But what can be said Now, as we are painting, unpacking, and generally set: |
about the belief system that guided this country to become a|tling in to our new home, | have found myself singing I
nation? At one time, the United States of America was only & that same song my Mother used to sing. Now | under-
dream, dreamed by a few merz and those few men sought | Stand what she was trying to teach me:

EOAAAT | ET A # OAAOI O i As | AbGd O Péf‘\g%éndfét%ba%é/eﬁis%éy& 4ET 1 AIO
Jeffe[spn'cr]os'eAto'uchAude \_(vhen he wrote the opening to our| wy let G 6 his Way o e, 1 B
$AAI AOAGETT T & )1 AADAT AAT AAR ;,i@g 7;57} ;g ol MWOJ;) i ko:
i ATO Of xEEAE OEA &i 01 AETC |&A8 A"@ 2 /” 1‘ﬁ£”’ﬁ. 7Y o1 Alk o
i A5 AOOAGOAAS et go and let God have fiis way. I
| still stand back in amazement at how it all came to

O7TEAT ET OEA #1 OO0OA 1 £ EOI Alr cho AT &KO ec® Aol [KAVO WrA AVIOWZ | q
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which cpf I gf iecxg wu c jgqog# J¢c nln g

gzvc?ngc?hn;ep%t\?virsth(;r?hewggrtr?n?r:gesfe;:ritetoan?fz::: We let go and God blessed us in so many ways. Many of I
station to which the Laws of Na'ture and of Nature's God YOG e DIESeeshasoatiag NgUgeReCy know |
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of man- }NhOﬁ/OU are, | thar:wk ?/oudfror:n g bott|0||“nt;)f WL P:jearr]t |
kind requires that they should declare the causes which Q0 RSt e RS gTicia VR UghoF RO |
impel them to the separation. suppo_rt. God has given us so much to be thankful for :
O7A Eiil A OEAOA -DiddOMalal Bn ard A aﬁdfﬁgh now | think we should all remember to be
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator thankiul, Toy EA_CH OTHER! e gt T“a"es BIUff |
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Dale the charming, Christcentered community that it [
, EEZARh , EARAOOU AT A OEA DPOOOOESD | £ (ADPDE]I AOOBO I
As the New Year begins and you are looking for a reso-
Not only does it document our freedoms, but it also docu- | lution, take a look around you. What areas of your life I
ments their statement of belief that the greatest needs of our|f ¢ { gw pggf vg oNgv iq cpf Ing
TAGEIT AAT T171U AA 1T AO AU |fonwaiting fofysudighttherell A8 7EEI A  x A§0A
OEET EET C AAI OO -gFECERG TAORENATS D ' 1IMOGO Al 1 Z
sider the wording that is our Pledge of Allegianced) 0 1 AM@RPY New Year to you and yours. May 2010 be a true |
Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and | 9ift from God! |
to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under I
God, indivisible, x EOE 1 EAAOOU AT iccolO Myloyetoyory o Al | 86
ing to the online website, www.Ipledgeallegiance.com izgr’gﬁ%f” iy el S I
\\54 EAOA AOA AAx OAOOAO by hdy EAGA AAATTAT™ OEUAA /
7/
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A Faithful Friend

Who has been your faithful friend who stood by you through good times and bad times? You are lucky if youdragee\astlone. I'n

read about how Jonathan stood beside David (their story is in the Samuel books of the Bible). Jonathan regqibrevaiiieh@
faithful to God, to his father, Saul, and to David. How hard it must have been to know that his father wantednd,Kidavisl bes

tightr

This friendship began right after David killed Goliath. Jonathan gave David his "armor, including his sword aifd $swuahd belt"
18:4). David used them well in battle and became the stuff of legend and song which enraged King Saul. Jonathaaivbajisved Go
with David and depended on the sovereignty of God when dealing with the danger facing David. Jonathan prayélytThasLord be

He has been with my father."

Poor Jonathan realized he wouldn't be the next king which makes his love and protection of David more remar@blearit
friendship, even extending it to their children's safety. Both men realized God was a witness to their voweathcotisr '
kept his vow of kindness in his treatment of Jonathan's son (2-Bamuel 9:3

made
rd

The last time they met (I Samuel 2B8)4Jonathan came to David in the wilderness when David was in need of encoatagement.
when friends mean the most to us. Jonathan sai dmyfatHeroknomo t 1

that."

Jonathan did the right thing. He is the perfect Old Testament example of friendship like we read in Proverbs mm:‘rrm:tan wh

must himself be frien@yt there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother." They parted that night never toegeene atheatst
on Earth. David lamented and mourned the deaths of Saul and Jonathan (223amtredh: David turned to God for guidascega
all must do.

I thank God for a friend who sticks with me through good times and bad. | have a friend who | think lovesioleVikder sisit e

ot

r

family, too. What an even better joy to know we will be together in Heaven. We will be with our BEST friend ai&d brother, JESU

Georgia

Speak Gently Obituary

by David Bates .
4 Sheila Taylor Blum

Speak gently; it is better far
To rule by love than fear;
Speak gently; let no harsh word mar
The good we may do here.
Speak gently to the little child;

We recently received notice that Sheila Blim

28, 2009 after a brief struggle with lung can-
cer.She was born in Fort Worth on October| 1,

Speak gently to the young, for they
Will have enough to bear;
Pass through this life as best they may,
6Vku hwnn gh cpzkgwu |e

Speak gently to the aged one, K le of i ¢ dnd
Grieve not the careworn heart, nown as an example of commiment gn

Whose sands of life are nearly run; love.They were knowrto share each dayls
Let such in peace depart. events in the evening while sitting on their back
porch, and when the sun got low and it

the cause was not being dealt with jusBhe

she was married for 36 yea&heila ang

Oh, win them back again! daughtetin-law, Nikki; three granddaughters,

—

Ftgrrgf kp vjg jgctvébéu
The good, the joy, that it may bring,
Eternity shall tell.

/ Lrjrlan)él;garr11qn h:er sister and brother, Do

and Tommy Taylor. Sheila and Tommy lived|in
the Mountain Lakes development in BIYff
Dale, Texas.

Eds. Note: This poem was submitted to us by a loyal reader of The Vine.

Urgem igpvn{= 6vku ¢ nk Ié%féég ErKiIleeka‘?\d Preslee; her mother, Auna

passed into the hands of our Lord on December

Its love is sure to gain; 1952. Most of us will remember her as a loving
Teach it in accents soft and mild; wife and mother, a devoted daughter and sister,
It may not long remain. and a loyal friendSheila never held back her

feelings on subjects, especially when she |felt
leaves behind her husband Tommy, to whom

or%my were high school sweethearts and were

Speak gently to the erring; know Tommy's eyes, Sheila would get an umbrglla
They must have toiled in vain; out to shield him from the glar8heila leave
Perchance unkindness made them so; behind a daughter, Julie and a son, Chrig; a
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NO TWO SNOWFLAKES

by Janet Dietrich

| was blessed to spend the snowy Christmas Eve of 2009 at home with my husband and sons.
The warmth inside from the fireplace, my family, and a crock pot full of stew was a sharp contrast
to the cold outside. Large chunks of snowflakes blew sideways by the window from the 30 mph

wi nds. We Texans dono6t get too many opportuniti
But the old and true statement wedve all hear d,
Wow! Out of all the snowflakes that have ever formed in the history of the world, no two of them

have ever been the same.

God sure is creative to have a new snowflake design for every new snowflake He is letting form.
Thatds not the only thing for which He has a
ple! There is no doubt that you have heard thi
the world have ever been exactly alike, 6 not
have the unique personality and looks that God gave to us, we each have a unique set of life cir-
cumstances that form who we are, Il i ke where we
as relatives, who our friends are, what happin
dured, when we learned to do something new, an event that went better/worse/differently than

we thought it would, an unexpected person that showed us unusual kindness, or a detour that put

us exactly where we needed to be in the first place. There are so many things that contribute to a
personds |ife experience. o Aandwoinan and lchéd |
still working in us to make us who He wants us to be!

S

Recentl vy | marveled at a | arge display of <chil
think itds astounding and wonder f ul that a grou
eral directions of how to cut a snowflake and no two will be exactly alike. Some will have tiny

holes cut out in the center, others will have big ones. The edges on the paper snowflakes can
range from curvy, to angular, to lacy. Some will have so many triangles cut out of the middle that

they are held together only by thin strips of paper, making one wonder how it unfolded without
tearing. Some children will veer from cutting the traditional triangular shaped snippets altogether

and make rectangular or free = -form shaped snippets. Some paper snowflakes have hearts cut in
them. Then there are the ones with just a few large, dramatic chunks cut out. Once the paper
snowflakes are unfolded, a beautiful original piece of art is born. And when they are all put to-
gether, those snowflakes make a beautiful art display, bound together by what they are, snow-
flakes but each with its unique pattern. We are just like that in what we call the body of believers in
Christ; we are bound together by our faith in Christ, but each one is a wholly unique design, made

with care by God.

My mind went back to the 1970s when | was a little girl in grade school. | can remember when my
class was making paper snowflakes and some particular classmates sounded their alarm and
pointed out to our teacher, saying, O0Teacher,
pieces too big.o0 |If we have ever compared the
did we find ourselves saying to God, oO0Teacher,
when we think it should be somehow different?
Knowing that, | will put forth extra effort in the New Year not to judge, especially when | do not
know what God has led someone through, is leading them through, or where He may want to take
them in accordance with His plan. | will trust God to know exactly what He is doing in the details in

my own life as well as with the details in the lives of His other children to bring about things that
work together for good. May God Bless your 2010!

oFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than

Yyour thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for

the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth. It will not return to me empty, but will ac-
compl!/ i sh what | desire and achieve the pdrpose
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Who Merits Your Trust?

WHO DO | TRUSG&w can | know who to trust? All of us have been hurt by someone. And it often comes during Christmas time.
hurt more when it comes from a family member. Even sadder, it could be you or me doing the hurting. | aimebfienl ‘GidwWyo see
NLGV SRLQW LW RXW WR PH«EXW IULHQGYV RIWHQ KLGH DQG KDURmESR pulVikap. K XL
Who wants to get burned twice? | recently heard a guy on Daystar TV talking about who merits our trust. etayas&edhid v can r
unigue. | honestly hadn't thought about it. He gave some ideas on how to approach this concern.

LIFE- A good way to start looking at family or a friend is to consider their lives. Listen to what's going ondtthiegisiyesband wh
their life. Consider how they treat other people. This includes their talking good or bad about other people.

HEART This requires you to look inside your friend or famify memx: .
ber. | think this must be really hard. A good suggestion is td ask 0@5 BeautIfU| PhraSES
ended questions like: "What really matters to you?" or "Whiat do you

wish you'd done differently?" Is there a real pain in them? . .
y Y P 1. Give God what's right...not what's left.

shows what they really value. This also means for you to take tirﬂ?éta endless hope.

really get to know this person. (God didn't save you in a day. 3. Alot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.

PRAYER Be patient as you pray for God to give you a spir{tqf dife who kneels before God can stand before any-
cernment and insight into this person. God may have brought thigyper-

son into your life for you to help them. In other words, this L@coqﬁqﬁ-e sentence of life, the devil may be a
able person may be in your life as God's will. ' comma. but never let ’him be a period

| can't tell you how many students ended up being very dear tO®R't put a question mark where God puts a pe-
after we started out in a fight or big power struggle. | hate it when } 4ol

| 7
*RG V QXGJLQJ«DQG , GRO W ZDOQ W Y P\
feet....slowly....feeling pitiful. BUT when | "go forth with b ovargyou kel With buraéh? Edme'ta the

GOD," well, it works. | get the JOY.....you know? So | guess theCoMfeh for a face '”Tt' _ _ _ _
one | can trust is GOD. Well, didn't | already know that? QBcolMen praying, don't give God instructions; just
BUT I guess | need reminding. We all do. report for duty.

God, please help me not to behkarted when | get hurt. Help r%e Don't wait for six strong men to take you to
not to hurt anyone by my actions or words. Please help me tp be €BHIEN- _
-wise and full of your love. 10. We don't change God's message...His message

changes us.
11. The church is prayer conditioned.
12. When God ordains, He sustains.

Georgia

Tu B'Shvat is January 30 13. WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent
Happy New Year ? burning.
. .y 14. Plan ahead...it wasn't raining when Noah built the
Jewish tradition regards Tu B'Shvat as the New Year of ark

the Trees, the season when trees begin to bud in the Holy | d b Vi
Land of Israel. Jewsaround the world eat foods that are | | 1°- MOSt people want to serve God, but only in an

found in and around the Holy Land, like wheat, bar- advisory position.

ley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and dates. It ig | 16. Suffering from truth decay? Brush up on your
viewed as a day ofjudgment for the earth's vegetation. We Bible.

judge what is good to eat and what is not. 17. Exercise daily...walk with the Lord.

In my Bible/Torah study it says, "For man is the tree of 18. L:I)e&/r?\zglve the devil a ride...he will always want

the field." The Rabbi points out several lessons we car ] . . o
learn. | love this one: Just as a healthy tree bears fruits, sq | 19- Nothing else ruins the truth like stretching it.
should we strive to produce fruits in our lives. These| [20. Compassion is difficult to give away because it
“fruits" are our good deeds and kind acts. AND this one: keeps coming back.

Not every tree bearsthe same fruit. This speaks to me| [21. He who angers you controls you.

about using my “fruits of the spirit” that God gave justto | | 55 Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can
me. Weeach have a special role in making our world & develop
beautiful garden. . : .

g 23. Give Satan an inch and he'll be a ruler.

So, Happy New Year, trees......and all my "fruity" friends! | | 24. Be ye fishers of men...you catch them and He'll
Let's make it a beautiful year of love and kind acts. clean them.

Georgia | | 25 Goddoesn't call the qualified...He qualifies the called.




